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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the 

Whitby  Urban  District 

for  the  Year  1948. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg'  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1948. 

Big  changes  in  Public  Health  Administration  took 
place  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into 
force  on  5th  July,  1948. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  are  now  the  authority 
for  the  following  services  under  the  Act:  — 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

2.  Midwifery. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

3.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

8.  Domestic  Help. 

9.  Mental  Health  Services. 

District  Councils  are  still  the  appropriate  authority  for 
other  public  health  matters,  such  as  Sanitation,  Water 
Supplies,  Housing,  and  Infectious  Disease  Control. 

Verv  many  people  are  still  waiting  for  houses  in 
Whitby.  So  far,  in  the  main,  only  those  in  insanitary 
buildings  or  suffering  from  overcrowding  or  illness  have 


been  dealt  with ;  the  urgent  problem  of  providing  homes 
for  newly-married  couples  and  the  small  family  has  scarcely 
been  touched. 

A  hundred-and-three  houses  were  built  by  the  Council 
during  the  rear,  and  have  helped  to  ease  the  waiting  list 
a  little. 

Lectures  for  food  handlers  were  held  in  April,  but 
attracted  comparatively  few  of  those  trades. 

Those  who  did  come  were  probably  ihose  who  took  an 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  interest 
will  be  stimulated  later. 

On  i  st  October,  Mr.  Fell  was  appointed  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  cope  with  the  increasing  work  of 
inspecting  these  tumble-down  structures  known  as  “  The 
red  roofs  of  Whitby.” 

On  5th  July,  the  Whitby  Isolation  Joint  Hospital  was 
transferred  to  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The 
Whitby  Urban  Council  was  asked  to  continue  as  agent  for 
administrative  purposes,  and  the  Medical  Officer  continued 
to  act  as  Medical  Superintendent  until  further  notice. 

Yours  obediently, 

R.  A.  READ, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 

July,  1049. 
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Relinouished  to  Scarborough  on  5th  July,  1948. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Rateable  Value  .  £89,295 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — ^'351 . 

Population — -Registrar-General's  Estimate, 

mid -1948  .  1  1,910 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

12  2 

97 

219 

I  l6 

93 

2op 

6 

4 

TO 

(Illegitimate)  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  18.4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England 

.  iJ-9 


and  Wales 


Male.  Female. 


Still  Births  .  4  3 

(Legitimate)  .  4  2 

(Illegitimate)  .  o  1 

Still  Birth  Rate  . 


Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 


Total. 


/ 

6 

T 


°-59 


0.42 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  3  3  6 

(Legitimate)  .  3  3  b 

(Illegitimate)  .  —  —  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births  .  27.0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births,  England  and  Wales  .  34.0 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  .  74  76  130 

Death  Rate  per  j,ooo  estimated  population  .  T2.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England 
and  Wales 


10.8 


o 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1948. 

According-  to  Registrar-General’s  Classification:  — 

T’tl. 
2 
I 
I 
I 

4 

5 

3 

16 

1 

'j 

do 

58 

2 
2 
I 
I 


3 


o 


0 

Totals  .  74  76  150 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  these 
services  were  transferred  to  the  North  Riding  County 
Council,  but  the  entire  year’s  figures  have  been  given  in 
order  that  comparison  can  be  made  with  the  statistics  given 
in  previous  Annual  Reports. 

Midwifery  Services. 

The  two  municipal  midwives  during  the  year  attended  : 


As  midwife  .  44 

As  maternity  nurse  .  42 


Male. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  1 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  o 

Syphilis  .  o 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus  .  1 

Cancer  of  Uterus  . o 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  4 

Cancer  of  Breast  .  o 

Cancer*  of  All  Other  Sites  .  11 

Diabetes  .  o 

Intracranial  \Tascular  Lesions  .  13 

Heart  Disease  .  29 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  2 

Bronchitis  .  2 

Pneumonia  .  o 

Other  Respiratory  Disease  . 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  o 

Nephritis  . 1 

Premature  Birth  . . .  2 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries, 

and  Infantile  Diseases  .  1 

Violent  Causes  .  1 

All  Other  Causes  .  3 


Female. 

1 

I 

1 

o 

4 

1 


a 

1 

20 

29 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 


o 


12 

1 


Transfers  to:  — 

County  Maternity  Ward  . 

Westow  (N.R.C.C.)  . 

Whitby  Cottage  Hospital  . 

Nurse  Headley  . . 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  sessions  . 

Attendances 

Ante-natal  visits  . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Sessions  held  . 

First  Attendance  of  Infants  . 

First  Attendance  of  Toddlers  . 

Total  Attendances  of  Infants  . 

1'otal  Attendances  of  Toddlers  . 

Average  Attendance  per  Session  _ 


i 


48 


44 
.  60 

■  43 
•  843 

■  393 
2  5-80 


Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic:  — 

Sessions  held  .  53 

Total  Attendances  .  367 

First  Visits  to  Children  under  1  year  .  241 

1'otal  Visits  to  Children  under  1  year  .  1300 

Total  Visits  to  Children  between  1  and  5  years  ...  1170 

The  Health  Visitor  \isits  all  babies  after  they  are 
fourteen  days  old,  and  at  regular  intervals  until  they  are  live. 
In  addition,  she  is  the  Child  Life  Protection  Officer  for  the 
district. 

The.  complete  figures  for  1448  have  been  given. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  was  continued  during  the 
year,  making  use  of  the  services  of  a  part-time  help  there 
was  thus  a  nucleus  of  a  scheme  ready  to  be  taken  over  bv 
the  North  Riding  County  Council. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northallerton. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

St.  John’s  Ambulance,  Whitby. 

Fever  Ambulance,  Whitby  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

As  a  result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
ambulance  services  are  now  run  by  the  North  Riding  County 
Council. 


Hospitals. 

The  Whitby  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  modern  hospitals  of  its  type,  was  transferred  to 
the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 

On  transfer  to  the  Board,  the  North  Riding  County 
Council  Institution  was  re-named  St.  Hilda’s  Hospital,  and, 
with  the  War  Memorial  Hospital-,  now  forms  part  of  the 
group  of  hospitals  of  the  Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton 
and  Whitby  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Whitby  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  from  1st  January 
to  5th  July,  1948:  — 


Urban. 


Scarlet  Fever  .  2 

Observation — Scarlet  Fever  .  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  .  1 

Poliomyelitis  .  o 

Measles  .  1 

Measles  and  Pneumonia  . 1 

Chickenpox  .  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  1 

Tonsillitis  .  3 

Septicaemia  .  1 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Tuberculous  Kidney  .  1 

Observation1  .  5 

Baby  with  mother  .  2 


Rural. 

1 

o 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

m 

1 

o 


2' 


4 


One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  died  during  the  vear. 

For  the  year  as  a  whole,  the  average  stay  of  each 
patient  was  18.45  days. 


Daily  average 


1948. 


of  occupied  beds  was  in:  — 
1946.  1945. 


i94?. 


*944- 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows:  — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  8 

Whooping"  Coug"h  .  95 

Measles  .  38 

Pneumonia  .  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 

Erysipelas  .  4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  1 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Immunisation  was  continued  throughout  the  year:  — 


Under  5  years 

Over  5  years. 

of  age. 

but  under  15. 

Total. 

Number  of 

children 

immunised 

during 

J947  . 

.  84 

1 1 

95 

Number  of 

children 

immunised 

during 

oc 

.  149 

46 

J95 

Total  number 

of  chil- 

d  ren  i m m  u n  i  sed  u  p . 

to  31/12/48  .  364 

1,272 

1,836 

Children  are  regularly  inoculated  each  week  bv  the  local 
doctors.  On  5th  July,  1948,  this  service  was  handed  over 
to  the  North  Riding  County  Council,  but  the  full  year’s 
figures  have  been  given  so  that  they  may  be  compared  with 
those  of  the  previous  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1948. 

During  the  year  3  males  and  2  females  were  notified  as 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  4  males  and  6  females 
as  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  deaths  reported  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 


PORT  MEDICAL  WORK. 

During  the  year  the  port  was  visited  by  several  vessels 
with  a  total  tonnage,  excluding  fishing  vessels  and  vaehts, 
of  706  tons. 

1'hese  did  not  require  inspecting  by  me. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1948. 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg*  to  submit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual  Report 
of  the  Department  for  the  year  1948. 

An  assistant  Inspector  commenced  duties  on  May  5th 
and  left  on  June  24th,  proving-  of  little  or  no  value  due  to  the 
short  period  which  he  stayed.  A  further  assistant  Inspector 
was  obtained  on  October  1st,  and  should  be  of  great  help 
in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Again  1  must  express  my  most  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  Dr.  R.  A.  Read,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  members  of  my  own  and  other  Council  Depart¬ 
mental  Staff  for  the  help  and  assistance  which  has  so  freely 
been  afforded  me  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EATOUGH,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitarv  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
Superintendent. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Complaints  received  . . 

X  uisances  found  . 

Nuisances  remedied  . 

Nuisances  outstanding',  31.12.48 . 

Informal  nuisance  notices  issued  . 

Statutory  nuisance  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  to  provide  dust  bins  . 

Statutory  notices  to  provide  dust  bins  . 

Water  samplings  . 

Works  in  progress  . 

Spital  Bridge  Depot  and  Garage  . 

Refuse  Disposal  Plant  and  Salvage  Warehouse 

Public  Conveniences  . 

Nuisances  . 

Re-visits  . 

Housing-  Acts  . 

Re-housing-  work  . . 

Ash  Pit  Conversions  . 

Pail  Closet  Conversions  . 

Rodent  Infestations  . 

Drainage  Work  . . . . 

In  sound  Food  . . 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises  . 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

Camping  Sites  . 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . 

Stainsacre  Tip  . . 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Laundry  . 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

Factories  . . . . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  . 


123 

120 

130 

-> 

18 

18 


9 

81 

67 

130 

b4 

92 

20 

339 

4 

36 

10 

48 

69 

19 

4 

/ 

9 

•*-> 

o 

33 

14 

54 
2  3 

21 

99 


Total  of  Visits  and  Re-visits 


1437 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  private  company  supply  and  distribute  water,  and  no 
complaints  of  shortage  of  supplies  have  been  reported. 

The  complaints  of  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory 
samples  reported  at  the  latter  end  of  1947  were  followed  up 
by  routine  sampling,  and  with  the  re-introduction  of 
chlorination  satisfactory  samples  were  obtained.  Bi-annual 
bacteriological  samples  are  now  proceeding. 

Chemical  samples  of  the  town’s  water  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  which  have  not 
separate  supplies  of  water  inside,  and  the  rate  of  conversion 
is  slow.  This  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  and  is 
the  cause  of  considerable  hardship,  particularly  on  older 
people,  in  winter. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  area  is  well  supplied  by  a  regular  seven-day 
collection  of  house  refuse.  In  some  districts,  where  difficult 
and  arduous  “  carries  ”  are  experienced,  a  twice-weekly 
collection  is  made  to  ease  the  burden  on  the  collectors.  The 
district  surrounding  the  harbour,  with  its  many  steps  and 
narrow  alleys,  is  typical,  and  makes  refuse  collection  a 
difficult  and  strenuous  task. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  three  S.  &  1).  refuse  vehicles 
with  eight  men  ;  supplementary  staff  are  engaged  in  the 
holiday  season  when  twice  and  thrice-weekly,  and  in  some 
instances,  daily  collections  are  made  from  hotels  and  board¬ 
ing  houses,  as  well  as  some  shop  premises.  A  new  vehicle 
of  a  larger  holding  capacity  was  put  on  order  during  the 
year,  which  should  assist  in  the  collection  work.  This  work 
is  on  the  increase,  both  in  weight  and  bulk,  due  mainly  to 
the  changing  food  habits,  and  to  the  increased  numbers  ol 
houses  required  for  prevailing  small  unit  families. 

The  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  means  of  mechanical 
separation  and  incineration  of  tailings,  and  is  carried  out  in 
a  modern  plant  at  Spital  Bridge.  The  separated  materials 
are  returned  to  either  industrial  or  agricultural  use. 

Five  men  and  one  boy  are  employed  on  this  work,  which, 
in  addition,  covers  most  of  the  salvage  activities. 

Household  refuse  from  parts  of  Whitby  Rural  District 
which  are  adjacent  to  the  Disposal  Plant  is  treated  at  a  fixed 
charge  per  load. 

A  tip  for  emergency  purposes  is  available  at  Stainsacre, 
and  controlled  tipping  is  practised  when  the  tip  is  in  use. 


£  s.  d. 

Estimated  cost  of  collection,  1948/49  Financial 

Year  . 3,614  0  0 

Estimated  cost  of  disposal,  1948/9  Financial 

Year  .  2,690  o  o 

Loads  of  Refuse  collected  and  disposed  (calendar  year)  2,681 
Loads  of  Trade  Refuse  brought  in  by  Traders 

(calendar  year)  .  318 

Income  from  Whitby  Rural  District  for  disposal 

of  Refuse  (calendar  year)  .  £7 3  1  7 

SALVAGE. 

During  the  year  under  review  this  work  has  proved 
highly  remunerative,  the  income  of  1,709  plus  ^99  bonus 
on  paper  and  kitchen  waste  collections,  being  the  highest 
ever  recorded  in  Whitby. 

Details  of  the  various  materials  recovered  and  sold  are 
as  follows :  — 


Material 

W 

eight 

Vs 

due 

Bonus 

T.  ( 

Q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Paper  . . 

96 

19 

3 

717 

14 

6 

36 

19  9 

Textiles  . 

3 

I  O' 

0 

64 

J 

1 

Bones  . 

9 

10 

1 

54 

16 

1 1 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

69 

0 

I 

103 

10 

4 

62 

4  1 

Scrap  Iron  . 

24 

8 

1 

51 

12 

1 

Baled  Tins  . 

124 

9 

0 

256 

!4 

9 

Bottles  and  Jars, 

3,365  doz. 

16 

0 

0 

1S7 

14 

4 

Cullet  . 

2  3 

5 

0 

55 

/ 

Cinders  . 

KSi 

1 1 

1 

109 

-■> 

8 

Screenings  . 

416 

10 

0 

56 

18 

6 

Clinker  . 

3°7 

10 

0 

40 

19 

0 

Miscellaneous  .Sales 

1 1 

3 

1 1 

1242 

M 

0 

1709 

l7 

-> 

3 

99 

T.  IO 
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SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

The  whole  of  the  Area  where  possible  is  served  by  an 
adequate  sewerage  system  with  disposal  to  sea.  A  small 
disposal  plant  deals  with  houses  in  the  Briggswath  area. 

A  few  Yards  are  still  without  adequate  drainage,  and 
will  be  dealt  with  as  occasion  permits. 

Pail  Closets  number  in  the  region  of  90,  and  where 
possible  conversion  to  water  closets  is  proceeding. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Ample  facilities  are  afforded  for  the  ordinary  use  of 
residents,  but  during  holiday  periods  the  shortcomings  of 
the  service  are  obvious.  The  time  is  ripe  for  a  review  of 
this  service  with  a  view  to  possible  extension. 

FACTORIES. 

These  premises  are  mainly  of  a  very  small  type,  and 
regular  inspections  are  made. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Xo  timed  observations  have  been  made,  and  occasional 
complaints  of  excessive  smoke  emission  are  received,  these 
being  dealt  with  in  an  informal  manner. 

SHOPS. 

No  routine  inspections  under  Section  io  of  the  1934 
Act  have  been  made,  but  as  time  permits  a  complete  survey 
of  all  shops  will  be  made. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  five  licensed  sites  in  the  Area,  none  of  which 
comply  with  accepted  standards  for  such  premises.  Camping 
is  a  holiday  which  many  people  enjoy,  and  because  of  its 
cheapness  many  people  are  now  adopting.  Given  proper 
facilities,  it  is  the  type  of  holiday  which  should  receive 
encouragement,  as  without  doubt  it  has  beneficial  results  to 
health.  Unfortunately,  undesirable  elements  bring  the 
matter  into  disfavour,  and  dwellings  are  erected  and  used 
for  habitation  which  despoil  the  countryside. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  by  co-operation  with  the  local 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Authority,  considerable 
improvements  will  be  brought  about  in  the  future. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  registered  Offensive  Trades  within  the 
A  rea . 

SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS. 

A  small  open-air  swimming  pool  is  available  on  the 
West  Clift',  and  samples  of  the  water  taken  during  the  holiday 
season  proved  satisfactorv.  An  infestation  by  the  midge 
larvae  of  the  genus  Chironomous  appeared  during  August, 
but  was  quicklv  controlled  bv  the  use  of  alum  solutions  added 
to  the  water. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

The  number  of  premises  found  infested  with  bugs  or 
fleas  was  small,  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each 
case.  Quite  a  large  amount  of  infestations  by  cockroaches 
are  reported.  These  cases  are  not  easy  to  deal  with,  par¬ 
ticularly  where  the  premises  are  adjacent  to  condemned  but 
not  vet  demolished  houses.  These  premises  become  the 
dumping  ground  for  all  kinds  of  rubbish,  and  consequently 
provide  ideal  breeding  grounds  for  vermin.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  in  the  near  future  these  condemned  properties  can  be 
demolished,  and  the  areas  properly  cleared. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A  properlv  trained  Rodent  Officer  is  employed  by  the 
Council,  whose  services  are  available  to  the  general  public. 
Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during 
the  vear  under  the  guidance  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  Sewers  show  very  little  signs  of  infestation, 
but  it  is  essential  that  this  work  be  carried  out  in  order  to 
minimise  surface  infestation. 

HOUSING. 

It  is  sad  to  report  again  the  great  shortage  of  houses 
within  the  district ;  this,  combined  with  the  very  poor  con¬ 
dition  and  poor  siting  of  many  houses  in  the  older  parts  of 
the  town  presents  a  problem  to  the  Health  Department  of 
great  magnitude.  Complaints  are  continually  coming  into 
the  Department  of  disrepair  which,  when  thoroughly  sifted, 
result  in  a  requirement  for  a  new  house  rather  than  the 
repair  of  the  existing  house. 

The  application  of  Section  q  is  virtually  an  impossibility, 
because  whatever  is  done  to  many  of  these  houses,  bv  no 
stretch  of  the  imagination  can  one  say  they  are  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation.  The  only  solution  is  more  new 
houses,  with  the  closure  of  the  old  house  when  rehousing 
takes  place.  In  the  meantime  all  that  can  be  done  is  an 
attempt  to  make  the  houses  wind  and  water  tight. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent,  and  many  houses  are 
shared  by  two  or  more  families  which,  with  verv  few  excep¬ 
tions,  is  not  conducive  to<  happiness. 

Again  I  stress  the  necessity  of  a  complete  survey  of 
houses  within  the  town  in  order  to  assess  housing  needs 
accurately.  This  is  not  a  local  matter,  but  nation-wide,  and  I 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  definite  instructions  on  these 
lines  will  come  from  the  requisite  Government  Department 
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NEW  HOUSES. 

Some  90  houses  have  been  completed  by  the  Council, 
and  21  by  private  enterprise  during  1948.  The  application 
list  for  new  houses  stands  somewhere  over  500. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK. 

There  are  52  registered  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  which 
a  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained.  The 
structural  condition  of  some  cowsheds  is  not  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  in  two  instances  complete  internal  reconstruction 
has  to  be  carried  out. 

There  are  8  retail  producers  and  25  wholesale  producers 
registered.  A  large  milk  receiving  depot,  which  handles 
approximately  5,000  gallons  of  milk  per  dav,  is  fitted  with 
an  up-to-date  H.T.S.T.  plant;  provision  is  also  available 
for  handling  designated  milk. 

No  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  either  methylene 
blue  or  evidence  of  tuberculosis,  but  regular  sampling  and 
testing  is  carried  out  under  the  National  Milk  Testing 
Scheme  by  their  officers.  No  complaints  of  early  souring 
of  milk  reached  the  Department,  but  a  few  complaints  of 
the  presence  of  particles  of  glass  in  bottled  milk  were 
followed  up,  and  with  the  introduction  of  new  bottling 
machinery  the  complaints  ceased. 

No  operative  date  has  vet  been  given  for  the  operation 
of  the  new  Milk  Act,  but  it  is  expected  during  the  new  vear. 

MEAT. 

No  slaughtering,  with  the  exception  of  cottagers’  pigs, 
is  carried  on  in  the  district.  Fresh  meat  supplies  are 
obtained  from  Scarborough,  and  distributed  from  a  local 
allocation  depot.  This  depot  was  extended  and  improved 
during  the  year. 

The  transport  of  meat  from  slaughterhouse  to  depot: 
could  be  much  improved  bv  the  provision  of  properly  fitted 
and  equipped  vans.  The  type  of  van  now  used  for  the 
purpose  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  five  manufacturers  and  41  retailers  on  the 
Register.  None  of  the  manufacturers  comply  in  all  respects 
with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  and  with  the  slow 
rate  of  equipment  delivery  it  would  appear  to  be  some  time 
before  complete  compliance  takes  place. 


Sampling-  of  ice  cream  was  undertaken  during  the 
summer  season  with  extremely  poor  results.  Due  to  the 
extreme  distance  to  the  laboratory  the  expense  of  sample 
collection  and  delivery  is  out  of  all  proportion,  and  con¬ 
sequently  “  follow-up  ”  samples  were  impossible.  Without 
this  is  is  not  possible  to  advise  manufacturers  properly,  and 
better  arrangements  for  examination  of  samples  will  have  to 
be  made  if  this  work  is  to  be  of  any  value. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Regular  inspections  of  retail  food  shops,  cafes  and  hotel 
kitchens  were  carried  out,  and  many  small,  but  extremely  im¬ 
portant,  matters  in  relation  to  cleanliness  of  food  handling 
were  pointed  out  to  both  management  and  staff.  In  some 
instances,  thankfully  very  few,  persons  did  not  appear  to 
have  even  elementary  knowledge  of  food  hygiene.  Without 
doubt  there  is  plenty  of  scope  in  this  direction  before  a 
satisfactory  standard  is  achieved. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Condemned  Food — Canned  Foods. 


Cans. 

Jars  or 
Bottles. 

Packets. 

Fruit  . 

.  45 

9 

4 

Vegetables 

.  356 

0 

0 

viiik  . 

.  i65 

0 

0 

Meat  . 

.  3 1 

O 

O 

0 

Soup  . 

.  30 

0 

0 

Fish  . 

.  57 

0 

0 

Fowl  . 

0 

0 

Pickles  . 

.  0 

128 

0 

Jam  . 

.  0 

FS 

0 

Dry  Coods  and  Cereals. 


Oats  .  2  lbs. 

Flour  .  4  lbs. 

Pudding  Mixture  .  123  pkts. 

Jelly  Mixture  .  q6  pkts. 

Date  Pudding  .  4  pkts. 

C  heese  . . .  2^  lbs. 


Wet  Fish. 

183  lbs. 


Meat. 


7  )  lbs  Fresh 


SEER*. 


rv', 


